PEMBROKE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

cf  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  Year  1946. 


Tc  the  Chairman  and  Members  cf  the  Council , 

I beg  tc  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1946. 

The  characteristics  of  the  area  have  changed  very 
little  since  I was  asked  to  act  as  your  temporary  Medical  Officer 
at  the  end  of  1938.  The  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  those 
of  a typical  rural  community,  mainly  agriculture,  some  fishing  in 
the  coastal  villages,  with  a seasonal  influx  cf  tourists. 


STATISTICS 


Estimated  population.  .............  5116 


1 . . . 

Description. 

Male 

Female > 

1 

. . . j 

Rates  per 
thousand. 

Rates  for 
whole  of 
England  & 
Wales . 

Live  Births 

[Legitimate 

41 

34 

Birth 

[illegitimate 
[Total . . . 

J 

3 

37 

Rate 

16.22 

19.1 

Still  Births 

[Legitimate 

1 

2 

Rate 

• 

(illegitimate 

1 

- 

C.75 

0.53 

1 Deaths. 

Total. 

21 

34 

Death 

Deaths  cf 

[Legitimate 

1 

Rate 
1C.  75 

Rate 

11.5 

i 

1 

1 

Infants  1 

.Illegitimate 

- 

- 

(per  1CCC 

’ 43 

under  1 year. 

i 

1 - 

live  birth 
12.05 

3 

\ 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Birth  Rate  is  considerably 
lower  than  that  for  the  whole  cf  the  country,  while  the  rate  for 
still-births  is  higher.  The  death-rate  of  infants  under  1 year  is 

very  low. 

The  Death-rate  is  lov;er  than  that  for  the  whole  country. 
Ten  of  these  fifty-five  deaths  (18$)  were  cf  pedple  between  the  ages 
of  seventy  and  eighty  years,  and  seventeen  (approx.  Jl%)  were  of  people 
over  eighty  years  of  age. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Causes  cf  Death. 

i 

Hale 

Female 

’ i 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

! 

1 

- 

Other  forms  cf  Tuberculosis. 

- 

1 

i 

Syphilitic  diseases.  j 

- 

1 

Influenza. 

- 

1 

Cancer. 

1 

6 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions, 

5 

1 

Heart  Disease. 

5 

1C 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases. 

2 

Bronchitis . 

2 

2 

Pneumonia. 

2 

1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases, 

- 

- 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum. 

1 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases, 

, 1 

1 

Nephritis. 

5 

1 

Post-abortive  sepsis. 

- 

1 

Premature  Birth 

- 

- 

Congenital  Malformation, Birth  Injuries. 

1 

- 

. 

Read  Traffic  Accidents, 

- 

1 

Violent  Causes  (other  than  suicide  and 

read  traffic  accidents) 

. 

— 

I 

j- 

i 1 ' 

j 

All  other  causes. 

2 

| 5 

TOTAL  (All  causes) 

21 

i 

i 

1 

1 

] 

^ 1 

. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
Scarlet  Fever  - 3*  Acute  Pneumonia  - 4. 


No  cases  cf  diphtheria  occurred  in  the  area  during 
the  year.  Arrangements  for  the  disinfection  cf  rooms  and  bedding 
are  made  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  when  necessary. 

A free  service  for  the  examination  .of  bacteriological 
specimens  is  provided  by  the  Emergency  Pathological  Laboratory, 
Carmarthen. 

When  it  is  considered  advisable  to  treat  a case 
of  infectious  disease  in  hospital,  the  patient  is  admitted  to  th 
County  Isolation  Hospital,  which  returned  to  Pembroke  Dock  during 
the  year.  It  is  fortunate  that  no  epidemic  occurred  because 
staffing  cf  this  hospital  presented  a serious  problem  at  the  end 
cf  1946. 
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TUBERCULOSIS: 


Six  new  cases  were  reported,  of  which,  five 
'■/ere  pulmonary.  There  were  two  deaths. 

The  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association 
% continues  to  make  arrangements  for  hospital  treatment;  but  there  is 
seme  delay  in  the  admission  of  patients,  owing  to  the  lack  of  nursing 
staff. 


The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the 
working  of  the  scheme  for  allowances  to  dependents  of  tuberculous 
patients.  Reports  on  environmental  conditions  of  patients  in  this 
area  are  made  to  the  Tuberculosis  After-Care  Committee  of  the 
County  Council  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA: 

. . t 

An  intensive  drive  was  carried  cut  during  the 
summer  months,  with  the  enthusiastic  cc-cperaticn  of  the  District 
Nurses  and  Teachers.  The  results  were  satisfactory;  but  there  are 
still  a few  parents  who  fail  to  take  their  children  for  the  second 
injection.  Re-inforcing  injections  were  given  to  children  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  eight  years  who  had  been  immunised  in  infancy. 


* 

Children  under 
5 years  on 
pi st  Dec. 1946. 

Children 
between 
5-15  yr$ 
51st  Dec. 46. 

Total , 

Re-in 
forcing 
inject- 
ions . 

Nc.  who  completed 
course  of  immun- 
isation during  1946. 

88 

53 

141 

88 

Percentage  of 
estimated  child 
population  now 
immunised. 

• 

60.56 
(75.36  cf 

children 
between 
1-  5 years) 

96.44 

86 . 54 
5 

f 

i 

r 

J 

VENEREAL  DISEASE: 


Arrangements  for  treatment,  and  for  the 
following-up  of  contacts  and  defaulters  are  made  by  the  County 

Council. 


THE_CME_OF_PRmATURE_INFANTS_M 


The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  this 

work. 

DISINFESTATICN: 

There  has  been  nc  necessity  fer  action  in 
this  respect  during  the  year. 


WATER: 


Supplies  to  all  parts  of  the  area  have  been 
well  maintained  and  have  boon  generally  satisfactory,  both  as  regards 
quantity  and  quality.  Schemes  fer  improved  piped  supplies,  now  before 
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the  Ministry,  will,  when  carried  cut,  provide  a good  and  effini ont 
water  supply  tc  the  whole  of  this  area:  -Uicient 


Number  cl  wells  cleaned  cut  and  protected, 


0*030 


f! 

If 

if 

ii 

n 


" new  pumps  fixed. ..................... 

pumps,  standards  and  taps  repaired... 

" samples  submitted  for  bacteriological 

analysis . . . 

u samples  reported  satisfactory....... 

h samples  reported  unsatisfactory ...... , 


b 

41 

12 

1C 

2 


area 


(2aundfw^tP3  '"'3rG  taken  tc  vntaat  pclluticn  in  the 
2 umatiox actoi y cases  - caused  by  surface  water) 

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE : 

u , Sewerage  schemes  for  five  villages  have  been  -nbnittor 

00,  end  are  awaiting  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

At  present  there  is  nc  public  sewerage  system  in  the 

closet  accommodation  is  still  mainly  prcvi^d  bv 

aroperly  c?Sst\u?t-^hoe^ahclcs?ts-  ! .Water  olcsets'discharge  into 
constructed  ceospits  and  sepoic  tanks.  All  drains  are 

nested  before  being  covered  in.  The  eleansino  of  cessnits 
privies  ana  earth  closets  has  been  properly  carried  cut  "an/thn 
contents  buried  in  the  land.  A y cut*  ana 

Number  of  privies  converted  into  earth  closets  - 24 

Number  of  water  closets  in  area.  _ 509 

?.n§tIC__CLEANSING : 

1 . , change .has  been  noted  in  the  conditions  repeated 

+ P~n  last  year.  Tne  majority  of  cottages  and  other  dwellings" in” 
rW|  pcssessJUrge  gardens  in  which  refuse  can  be,  and  is 

articles  fl-l-"  Wfl  4nS  f r\the  collection  of  Incombustible 
~-zl^rs  i":n^  bottles,  etc.)  are  placed  in  most  villages  the 
contents  being  removed  by  the  local  Authority.  g ' 


Authority , 

way. 


Scavenging  powers  have  net  been  adopted  by  this 
The  existing  requirements  appear  tc  be  met  in  this 


II VERS  AND  STREAMS 


review, 


xhere  were  nc  cases  cl  pclluticn  in  the  year  under 


HOUSING: 

i '-•ht  homne  Prevision  is  being  made  for  the  erection  cf  twenty 
l1*  . house,  (Council),  in  the  meantime  suitable  property  is  being 

C^,d?ng  ln  Crder  tC  Cfnbat  the  Hcusine  shcrt^ePaSdycver-  ng 


4 


iiAivji 


riLUbhis: 


There  are  three  bake-houses  in  the  area,  the 
larger  part  cf  the  District  being  served  from  the  Boroughs  of 
Tenby  and  Pembroke,  by  means  cf  vans  etc.  These  vehicles  are 
regularly  inspected  and  the  need  for  cleanliness  in  transport  and 
handling  stressed. 


FOOD: 

Since  the  removal  cf  war-time  camps  and  the 
consequent  closing  cf  canteens  etc,  there  has  net  been  sc  large  a 
quantity  cf  food  found  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
(i'/ir . H . B . Edward  s , M . R . S . I , ) 


HOUSING: 


Inspection  cf  Dwelling.  Houses  during  the  year  1946 

Total  number  cf'  .dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts),..,,..,..  169 

Number  cf  dwelling  houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulation  1925  & 1952. 

(included  in  previous  -column)  . 85 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  sc 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation,  ......... ............  . . Nil 

Number  cf  dwelling  houses  found  net  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  exclusive  cf 
these  in  previous  column. ..............................  55 

Number  cf  defective  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  25 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  year. 

S2HSing_Acts_1956i. Sections  9,  10  and  l6. 

Nc.  cf  dwellings  in  respect  cf  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs ....... ................ . ■ 4 

Nc.  cf  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service  cf 

formal  notice  (by  owners) 4 

Public  Health  Acts: 


Nc.  of  dwellings  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  cf  formal  notice  (by  owners) ...........  5 

Nc.  cf  dwellings  in  respect  cf  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  tc  be  remedied. ............ . 5 

Housing  Act  1956.  Sections  11  and  Ip . 

Nc.  cf  dwellings  which  demolition  orders  were  made......  Nil 

No . cf  demolished  in  pursuance  cf  demolition  order......  Nil 

Housing  Act  1956.  Sec. 12 . 

Nc . cf  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  cf  which  closing  orders  were  made............  Nil 
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Housing  Act  1956.  Part  IV. Over crowding. 

Nc.  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year.......... 

No.  of  families  dwelling  therein. .................... 

No . of  persons  dwelling  therein. ..................... 


Nc. 

Nc. 

Nc. 


of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  00.90.0...090»tt000000000.0.  ....O....... 

of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year 
of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases .............. . 


14 

76 

4 

12 

45 


Work  carried  out  during  1946 
Sanitary  Inspector 


Nc.  cf 

complaints  received, ......................... 

6l 

No,  cf 

defects 

cr  nuisances  discovered. ............. 

42 

No.  cf 

premises 

visited: - 

Inspection  .............. 

Re-visits ................ 

149 

91 

No.  cf 

Notices 

served: - 

Preliminary  - Housing. .......... 

Others ............ 

6 

Summary  Action: - 


Statutory  - Housing, .......... 

Others . ........... 


Summons  issued. ................. 

Convictions  obtained, ........... 


3 

2 

Nil 

Nil 


Bake-Houses,  Feed  etc . 

Number  of  inspections ..........................  87 

Number  of  instances  in  which  food  was 

condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.....  45 


Milk  and  Dairies  Order: 


Nc.of  Registered 
Ccw-Keepers . 

No.  of 
Inspections . 

Nc  . of 

Registered 

Dairymen. 

... 

Nc.  of 
Inspections 

Milk 

, Samples 

531 

501 

1 

502 

327 

Satis:  18 
Unsat:  7 

Total  0.  25 

Milk  samples  of  retailers  selling  milk  in  the  adjoining 
towns  are  taken  in  those  areas.  Samples  of  milk  supplied  in  bulk 
to  the  United  Dairies  are  taken  by  the  Company’s  Inspectors,  and 
milk  which  is  of  unsatisfactory  quality  is  refused. 


1 am, 

four  obedient  Servant, 

DOROTHY  M.  REES. 

Acting  Medical  Officer  cf  Health. 


